Surrealist Landscape Paintings

Art 3
Objective: To encourage students to research and familiarize themselves with the art style of Surrealism and artists such as Salvador Dali, Marc Chagall, Paul Klee, Joan Miro, and Rene Magritte. Students will learn watercolor painting and composition skills and create a surrealist landscape that includes a tree. Students will utilize their knowledge of the elements and principles to achieve this.

Surrealism: Surrealism was an early-twentieth century literary and art movement that blossomed in the 1920s and is still popular today.  It was defined by André Breton as a process to "express the true process of thought, free from reason." The objective was to free artists from the usual association of pictorial ideas and images so they could create according to the dictates of their subconscious minds and vision. Different surrealist artists had different approaches, ranging from highly realistic to very abstract.
Resources/ sites: 

http://www.theartstory.org/movement-surrealism.htm

http://www.sofia.edu/about/carl_jung.php

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/courses/teachers_corner/180531.html

Materials: digital camera, color prints of photos, acrylic paint, watercolor paint, sketchbook, 11x14 canvas/watercolor paper, watercolor and acrylic brushes

Criteria: 

1. Introduction to Surrealism, stream of consciousness writing, automatic drawing.
2. Research Surrealism and understand this style, use of dreamlike imagery, imagination, subconscious influences, and importance in art history.  
3. Read pages 418-424 in the Discovering Art History, pages 148-151 in The annotated Mona Lisa and Scholastic Art magazine on Dali. In your sketchbook write down information about each artist mentioned. You should include examples of surrealist’s art and paste them in sketchbook.  Use the Internet for images and resources. Use a dream or song lyrics for imagery and inspiration. 
4. Once you have familiarized yourself with the Surrealist’s work develop your own ideas into 2 complete sketches. Start with 3-4 thumbnail sketches. Write down 5-10 symbols that interest you and relate to Surrealist’s style. You will need to find references for both sketches. Plan your colors. 
5. To Emulate the Surrealists your sketches should included the following:
1. A dreamlike landscape that includes at least one tree
2. Changes in the scale of objects so they are unrealistic. 
3. Turning the accepted order of things upside down,
4.  Mixing internal and external space
5. Transforming one object into another
6. Use dramatic lighting and show depth (foreground, middle-ground, and background)

7. Use of a variety of watercolor, acrylic, colored pencil and pen techniques
8. Have a well thought out plan for execution
6. Choose best idea and re-create on watercolor paper.  Sketch lightly in pencil.  Use watercolor, colored pencils, and pen to create your dreamscape. 
Due Dates:    Sketches Due: 
Painting Due: 
Terms: 
Automatism: A form of "doodling" that became a favorite technique of surrealist artists. It basically consists of allowing the subconscious to dictate the images produced by the artists: shut your eyes and draw, and the subconscious will do the rest.

André Breton (1896-1966): After World War I, Breton, influenced by the theories of Sigmund Freud, evolved a theory of art and literature based on psychoanalysis. His writings were published in surrealist manifestos and were influential to the thought processes of surrealist artists.

Salvador Dalí (1904-1989): He was a Spanish artist who was a major figure in surrealism. His visual world is populated by strange (often sexual) figures and images from his dreams and fantasies painted in meticulously fine detail with lush colors. In his later years, Dalí turned to religious themes. His outlandish personality and political views were often in conflict with the surrealist establishment (notably André Breton).

Max Ernst (1891-1976): This German artist was a member of the presurrealist Dada movement that basically questioned the validity of the traditional European culture and was a reaction to early-twentieth century art as well. He was a founder of the surrealist movement and exhibited his work in the first surrealist show in Paris in 1925. In his early years as a surrealist painter, he was interested in psychology. He was also known for his collages.

Joan Miró (1893-1983): Although a contemporary of Dalí, this Spanish artist developed a completely different surrealist visual vocabulary. Unlike Dalí, his work tended to be very abstract, with simple, playful images crossing a flatly painted canvas. He claimed that these fanciful creations (simplified versions, often linear birds, figures, objects) were always meant to represent something. His long and productive career featured ceramics, fiber works, and murals, almost all of which featured bright colors and black.
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